Laser division of congenital complete tracheal rings.
Congenital complete tracheal rings are a rare and life threatening problem in young children and they are often challenging to manage. Whilst historically associated with high mortality rates increasing experience with this tracheal pathology has led to much improved survival rates and slide tracheoplasty has become the treatment of choice. We present 3 cases in which an open procedure was not deemed possible and they underwent laser division (CO2, KTP) of their complete rings. Two patients subsequently required stent insertion. All patients are alive and well at a mean follow up of 3 years and 5 months. Whilst laser division of complete tracheal rings has only been described in a small number of cases it may provide an alternative approach in patients who are not able to undergo an open procedure or in an emergency situation.